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IL Jn Attempt by John Ward, Rhet. ^rof. 
Grefli. &^ R R, S. to explain fome Remains 
of Antiquity lately found in Hertfordfhire ; 
and communicated to the Royal Society by 
William Freeman Efquire^ one of their 
Members^ February the x/i^y 1745. 



Read April 4-T3 Y the AccouHt, wliich that Gentle* 
'745- Jj nian delivered in with them, they 

are faid to have been found in a Chalk Pir, near the 
Side of Rooky Wood, in tlie Parifli of Barkway in 
Hertfordp)ire. A Farmer's Man diging Chalk there 
about two Years fince brouglit them with the Chalk 
into his Matter's Yard, and taking no Notice of them 
mixed them with the Dung. But very lately on 
throwing up the Dung in that Yard they were difco- 
vered by Mr. Raymond^ Steward to George Jennings 
Efquire, Lord of tlie Manor. Upon which at the 
DefireofP^/r^r Forejter Efquire, an ingenious Gen- 
tleman in that Neighbourhood, they were fhewn to 
him 5 who had the Curiofity to delineate thofe two 
Plates, which have Infcriptions upon them, and fent 
the Draughts to Mr. Freeman. And. he foon after 
receiving the Originals from Mr. Jennings laid them, 
together with the two Drawings, before this Society 1 
when the Form of the Plates, and Novelty of the 
Work, occafioning the AiTcmbly then prefent to 
think they might deferve fome further Confideration, 
it was their Pleafure to deftre me to give them my 
Opinion, both as to the Reading, and Defign of them. 
This Ihave indeavoured to do, in the beft Manner I 

Y y could $ 
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could J and now beg Leave to offer, what appears to 
me moft probable, on a Subjed: fo intirely new. 

Barkway lies not far from Royjlon in the fame 
County, by which the Roman Way called Erming- 
ftreet paffcs to Htintingt07i^ as described by Camden (a). 
Bat as no Roman Station has been difcovered near 
either of thofe Towns, it may be difficult to aflign 
a Reafon, how thcfc Things fhould coxHe to be 
lodged in the Place, where they were found $ tho 
fevcral Inftances of the like Nature have happened 
in diverfe other Parts of this Kingdom. They con- 
lift of a fmall brafs Image, an oblong Peice of Brafs, 
and (^vtn filver PJates very thin ^ which have all fuf- 
fered more or Icfs by Time, and other Accidents. 
The Figures and Ornaments on the Front of the 
Plates are all in Relief, and feem to have been made 
by a Stamp imprefled on the other Side. Two of 
them have Infcriptions in a Compartment, writen 
with the Point of a Style, and the Letters flatted 
behind. And one of thefe with three others of the 
remaining five have the Figure oi MarSy and the other 
two that of Vulcan-, imprefled upon them. 

The Image reprefcnts Mars {fee Tab. I. Fig. A J 
looking to his right Side, with an Helmet on his Head, 
and his Body naked j his right Arm extended, as if lie 
had held a Spear, and a Thong round his left, like the 
Remains of a Sheild now broken off with the Hand j. 
his right Shoulder fupporting a Belt, which crofllng 
his Body defcends on the left Side; his right Leg 
broken off at the Knee, and his left Foot loft. The 

Hight 



(a) Britann. pag. 35(^, edit. 1607^ 
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Hight of what remains, from the End of the left Leg 
to the Top of the Creft, is about feven Inches. It 
has been obferved by Montfaucon^ that tho Mars is 
frequently reprefcnted on Coins, yet his Statues are 
not very common (^). 

The other Peice of Brafs {fee Tab. L F/^. B.) is 
about four Inches and a half long, and feemsJo have 
been the Handle of a Knife, or fome fuch Utenfih 

The|Plates are for Diftin£tion fake numbered in the 
following Order. 

1 . The firft is broken into two Parts, {fee Tab. L 
Fig. I.) which put together refemble the Form of a 
Leaf, and is near twenty one Inches high, and about i^Vi 
broad in the wideft Part. It contains an Infcription in- 
clofed in a Compartment, addreffed to Mars Jovialis^ 
which will prefentlybe explained. 

2. The fecond {fee Tab. I. Fig, 2.) is eight Inches in 
Hight, and four in Breadth, where it is wideft, and re- 
tains pretty much ofthe Gilding, which none of the reft 
now do: tho all of them it feems, when firft difcovered, 
appeared to have been gilr, but in wafhing them the 
Gilding came off. It has on it an Image of Mars 
in a military Habit, with an Helmet on his Head, 
a Spear in his right Hand, and his left refting on a 
Sheild 5 in the Manner he is often feen upon Coins. 
This Image is placed in the Front of a Temple, be- 
tween two Pillars, with a Faftigium or Pediment 
over them. And beneath the Temple in a Compart- 
ment is an Infcription to Mars Alatorumy which I 
fhall endeavour to explain afterwards. 

3. In 
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(a) Supfkm, Vol I p 93. 
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3. In the third Plate, {fee Tab. 11. Fig. 3.) which 
is three Inches higli> and almoft two wide, is an 
Itnage of Mars placed between two Pillars without a 
Pediment, in much the fame Attitude as the former, 
with a Tarazonmm over his Shcild. 

4. The fourth Plate, (fee Tab. II. Fig, 4.J which 
is four Inches three Quarters in Hight, and one inch 
three Quarters in Breadth, has the Figure of Mars in 
a like Attitude, inclofed only in a plain Compartment. 

5* The Hight of the fifth {fee Tab. 11. Fig. 5.) is 
eight Inches, and the Breadth near four and a half; 
which has alfo a Figure oiMars.mnch like thofe already 
mentioned, but turning to the left Hand (whereas they 
all turn to the right) with a Chlamys hanging down on 
his right Side. It ftands in the Front of a Temple, 
having two Pillars on each Side, called by Vitruvius 
tetrajiylos {a)y and a double Pediment over them. 

6. The fixth Plate {fee Tab. IL Fig. 6,) is jfix Inches 
three Quarters in Hight, and three and a Quarter in 
Breadth. It differs from all the former, as it reprefents 
the Figure oiVulcaUy having his ufual Attributes, a thick 

Beard, high Cap, {hortTunic,/^m(?r^//^, and half BootS5 
a Forceps in his right Hand, and a Hammer in his 
left, with a Chlamys thrown over his left Arm. He 
looks to the right, and has before him a Veffel like 
an Altar, from which a Flame afcends. He is placed 
in the Front of a Temple, between two Pillars under 
a Pediment, like Mars. 

7. The laft Plate {fee Tab. 11. Fig. 7.) is three 
Inches and a half high, and near two Inches wide. It 

contains 
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[a) Lib, III, cap. 2, 
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contains alfo an Image of Vulcan in the Front of a 
Temple, with his feveral Attributes, like the former, 
but differs from it in the other Ornaments^ 

The Defign of both the Infcriptions is to return 
Thanks for fome Favour afcribed to the Deity, to 
whom they are addrefled. That on the firft Plate 
runs thus : 

MARTI 

lOVIALI 

TI. CLAVDIVS . PRIMVS 

ATTII . LIBER 

V • S . L . M 

That is 
Martijoviali Titus Claudius TrimuSy At tit liber t us y 

votum fohit lib ens merit o. 

The Word lOVIALI, in the fecond Line, feems 
to be an Epithet given to Mars in Compliment to 
the Emperor "Diocletian^ who affumed the Name of 
Jovius ', as his Coilegue Maximian did that oi Her- 
culius. Hence we meet with fome military Bodies 
in the Notitia^ and elfewhere, called Joviani and 
Herculianiiiom thofe Emperors 5 like the Flavianiy 
Aelianiy and the like, which were fo denominated 
from the Names of other preceding Princes. There 
are alfo other Epithets of the fame Form with that 
in the Infcription, taken either from the Names of 
Deities, or Emperors deified 5 fuch v;^ere the y^f^r- 
dotes AuguftaleSy Flaviaksj Hadrianales, and others, 
which often occur in Gruter. In like manner Cicero 
gives the Title of miniftri Mart tales to the Preifts of 
I Mars 
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Mars {a) \ and calls the Company of Merchants at 
Rome Mercuriaks (^), as being under the Protedioa 
of Mercury. And Ganymedes is ftiled by Macrobius, 
Jovialium poculorum minijier {c). Now as tliefe fe- 
vcral Appellations took their Rife from the peculiar 
Relation and Subferviency of the Perfons to thofc 
Deities, from whom they were denominated 5 i^o 
Mars himfelf, being here called Jovialis^ is by an 
Exccfs of Flattery reprefented as fubfervient to this 
Emperor Jovius or Jupiter. For fo he was alfo 
called, as we find in tome like Inftances of fulfom 
Compliments paid to him by the Panegyrlft Mamer- 
tinus 5 as when addreffing to him, and his Collegue 
Max mi any he fais: SanBe Jupiter et Hercules 
bone (d). And in another Paffage : Non opinione tra* 
ditus^ fed confpicuus et praefens^ Jupiter cominus 
invocari $ non advena^ fed imperator^ Hercules ad- 
orari {e). And as if no Degree of Flattery could be 
too extravagant for this Emperor, there is an In- 
fcription in Gruter^ which begins thus : AETERNO 
IMPERATORI NOSTRO MAXIMO OPTIMO- 
QVE PRINCIPI AVRELIO VALE RIO DIO- 
CLETIANO (/). The Epithets OPTIMVS MAXI- 
MVS, ufually afcribcd to Jupiter^ had indeed been 
applied to fome former Emperors; but AETER- 
NVS, as a perfonal Title, feems to have been firft 
attributed to this Prince 1 tho, like other ill Exam- 
ples, 



(a) Pro Cluent. cap. 15. (h) Ad ^ Fr. Lib. II, Ep, 5. 

(c)SaturnaL Lib. V, cap. 16. {d) GenethUac. Maxm» cap, 16, 
(e) Ibid. cap. 10. {f) Pag. ccxxxix. 4. 
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pks, it was foon imitated, and given to feme fol- 
lowing Emperors. 

The third Line contains the Names of this Votary, 
TiTVS CLAVDIVS PRIMVS, each of which is 
feparateiy found in Horjlefs Britannia Romana 5 and 
in one of Gruters Infcriptions they all three meet 
in tlie fame Pcrfon, in the Order they ftand here {a). 
The next Line tells us his Charafter, that he was the 
Freedraan of ATTIVS, that is,^ as I fuppofe, of TI- 
TVS CLAVDIVS ATTIVS 5 it being cuftomary 
for Freed men to aflfume the two firft Names of tbeir 
Patrons, as TIR.O the Freedman of Cicero was called 
MARCVS tVLLIVS TIRO. Indeed ATTIVS 
generally ftands as a Family Name, but we find it in 
the Place of a Cognomen in Gruter^ MARCVS 
TVLLIVS M. L. ATTIVS {b). The laft Line con- 
tains the ufual Form of fuch Addrefles. 

The Infcription on the fecond Plate is thus ex- 
prcfled : 

D • MARTi . ALATOW 
DVM . CENSORINVS 

GEMELLI . FIL 
V . S . L . M 

That is, as I apprehend It may be read : 
Deo Mdrtijilatorum T)um. Cenforinus^ Gemellifilius^ 

'votumfohit libens merito 

The Word ALATORV in the firft Line muft, I 
think, ftand for ALATORVM, the Letter V being 
joined to the R in one Charafter j as we find them 

in 



{a) Pag, Mcxjfxi, 7. (h) Pag, mxiii* 3. 
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in the Britannia Romana^ where they make Part of 
the Word INSTIT\£1VNT for IN STITVE- 
R V NT {a\ How frequent and various fuch Com- 
binations were, cfpecially under the lower Empire, 
appears by the Table of them publifhcd in that 
Work {by Some of which feem to have been the 
Effect of Fancy in the Workmen, and others occa- 
fioned thro Want of Room, as in the prefent Cafe. 
As to the Meaning of the Word ALATORVM, I 
fuppofe it to be an Adjeftive, the Subftantive CAS- 
TRORVxVI being underftood ,• and that the fame 
Place is intended, which Ptolemy calls riTg^&^ToV 
€fpaiQireS'ov {c)y and modern Geographers generally take 
for Edinburgh. For as Ttolemy was himfelf a 
Stranger to that Country, his Greek Name was pro- 
bably an Interpretation of the Latin^ Cajira Alata ; 
which Mr. Horjley thinks might be fo called from 
the Situation of the Place fomewhat refembling a 
Wing {dy But as there is good Reafon to think, 
that this Infcription was writen long after the Time 
of Ttolemy (as will be ftiewn afterwards) the Word 
CASTRA might then have been dropt, and the 
common Appellation of the Place be only ALATA . 
There are other Examples of the like kind, which 
may render this very probable. For we meet with 
a Roman Station in the County of Ejfexy which 
both in Jntonines Itinerary of Britain {e) and Teu- 
dinger's Tables is called AD ANSAM, from the 
angular Turn of the Road there, as it is laid down 

in 



(a) Northunnb. XV. (h) Pag. 189. (c) Ibid, ^zg. 2S9* 
{d) Ibid. pag. 364. (e) lur ix. Ibid, pag. 381, 
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in the Table of Britam {a). There was another in 
Nottingkamjhire, which the Itinerary calls AD 
PONTEM (^), on the Account of a Bridge laid 
over the Trent at that Place- And what appears more 
cxaftly parallel with the prefent Cafe, in the fame 
Itinerary we meet with MAGNA (^), which fomc 
have taken for Old Radnor h but Ult^Horfley fixes it at 
Kenchefter in Herefordjhire, wherein he is followed 
by Wejfelingius (d). Now in each of thefe Inftances 
CASTRA, or fome equivalent Word, niuft necef- 
farily be underftoods and probably at firft the ufuai 
Names were CASTRA AD ANSAM, CASTRA 
AD PONTEM, and CASTRA MAGNA, tho after- 
wards the Word CASTRA was for Brevity omitedj 
a^ in common Speech we often find the Names of 
Places fo fhortened, that it is difficult to trace them 
back to tlicir Original. And this Infcription might 
be addreflfed to DEO MARTI ALATORVM, as 
tlie topical Deity of the Place. 

The fecond Line, DVM. CENSORINVS, feems 
to contain two Names of the Perfon, who paid this 
Vow to the Deity here mentioned. Tho Roman 
Citizens had ufually three Names, called ^ranomen^ 
Nomen^ and Cognomen 5 yet very often two only are 
expreffed : and thofe either the firft and fecond, as 
Gluintus Horatius cFl^ccus] 5 the firft and third, as 
Marcus [Fortius] Cato *^ or the fecond and third, as 
[Caius] Cornelius Tacitus. Befides, the Order of 
thcfe feveral Names did [not always continue the 

fame^ 



(a) Ihtd. Pag. 505* {h) Iter vi. Ibid. pag. 38 !• {c) Iter 
Xli, Ibid, pag, 457, (d) Vetera Rom. Itinera p. 485* 



[ 358 ] 

fimc ; but what was at firft a Traenomen^ became 
afterwards a Cognomen as PRIMVS in the former 
Infcription, And the Cognomen often became here- 
ditary, and diftinguifhed different Branches of the fame 
Family i which I take to be the Cafe here; One of 
Horaces Odes in feme Editions is infcribed to C 
Mar cms Cenforinus {a) ; but Cenforinus often ftands 
as a Family Name in Gruterj and others* So like- 
wife in this Infcription DVM. CENSORINVS is 
faid to be FILIVS GEMELLI, that is GEMELLI 
CENSORINL But as I do not find any other In- 
fiance of a Roman Name begining with the Syllabic 
DVM. how that is to be read at Length, I cannot 
fay. Nor is there any thing particular in this 5 fincc 
there are feveral Names in Gruter, which occur but 
once, and are no where clfe to be found. This In- 
fcription ends in the fame Manner, as the former. 

I fhall now procede to inquire breifly into the 
Defign and Ufe of tlicfe Plates. The antient Pagans 
had not only their national but domeftic Deities, 
whom they addrcfled to in private, and fometimes 
carried their Images about with them, as their 
Guardians and Protestors (b). And it appears to have 
been a Cuftom among^ them to place their Images in 
Shrines, made in the Form of Temples, both for 
public and private Devotion. The Tabernacle of 
Moloch y mentioned in the A6is of the Apojtles {c\ 
is generally taken to have been of the former Sort. 
And Herodotus informs us, that the Aegyptians upon 
a folemn Day carried in Proceflion the Image of a 

Godefs, 



{a) Lib. XV. Carm. 8f (l) Ammian. Marcelh Lib, xxii. c. 13. 
(c) Chap, xiu V, 43. 
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Godcfsi faid td be the Mother of Mdrs^ in a wooden 
Temple gilded over, which was drawn in a Chariot (a)* 
Such Shrines are mentioned likewife by later Writers^ 
And others of a lefibr Size feem to have been made in 
Imitation of them for private Ufe. T^tfiher Shrines 
ofDianaj mentioned alfo in the facred Hiftory cited 
already (J?), are by mod Interpreters faid to be of 
this kind. And Mr, Kemp had in his Colleftion of 
Antiquities one made of Brafs, but five Inches higli, 
with a Godefs, fuppofed to be IJts, /Jting in it 5 as it 
is defcribed in the printed Catalogue {c). Another 
of the fame Deity, but of a different Form, and 
fomewhat icfs, is now in the Pofleffion of ffames 
Wefi Efquire, a worthy Member of this Society. 
And fometimcs they were placed in the Monuments 
of deceafed Pcrfons, an ,lnftance of which we find 
mentioned in an Infctiption publiflied by Reinefius^ 
which is there faid to have been made of Marble {d). 
The Perfons imployed in making thofe facred Images 
were called by ^z Greeks dyaAiuLocloTroioh and by the 
Romans Sigillarii^ as we find in the antient Gkjfa* 
ries {e)* And one of thcfe Artifts is mentioried in 
two Infcriptions of the Britannia Romana, where he 
is ftiled SIGILLARIVS COLLEGII LIGNIFERO- 
RVM {e)^ who are more ufuaily called by the Greek 
Name DENDROPHORIi Part of whofe Bufmefs 
might be to carry, or attend, the Shrines in their 
Proceflidns at public Feftivals. 

Whether 



(n) Lib, M. cap.. 63, (^) -A^t XIX. 24, (e) Monumini. 
Kempkn. Par. i. pag. 6. (^) Claff. xiii. niiliit 64. (e) In 
voce «3<«A/x€eTwroio^ (/) Fag. [354.] 
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Whether or no thefc Plates ever belonged to Shrines, 
I cannot venture to affcrt^ but I am rather inclined 
to think, they did not , except perhaps the firft, which 
from the Largenefs of its Size, and having no Image 
ftamped upon it, but only a writen Infcription in 
Honour oi Mars^ might poffibly have been laid over 
Part of a wooden Shrine, within which the brafs 
Image was placed, that was found with it.. As for 
the reft, I imagine they were dcftgned as' partial Re- 
prefentations of Shrines for the Ufe of private Per- 
fons; having only the Front of them with the Image 
of the Deity placed in it ; which being fixed upon 
wooden Tablets might either be fet up in their 
Houfes, or carried about with them, in Devotion to 
thofe tutelar Deities. And when any fortunate Event 
happened, which they attributed to the Succefs of 
their Addrefles made to them, they might fometimes 
exprefs their Acknowledgement of it by hanging 
them up in their Temples, among other Donations, 
making them a fort of votive Tables. That they 
were intended for fome fuch Ufes feems the more 
probable, from the Number of them found together. 
They have a Similitude with the Reverfe of many 
Roman Coins, where the Images of their Deities are 
reprefented in the fame Manner 5 from an Imitation 
of which they might perhaps be introduced at firft, 
as well for Chcapnefs, as ready Convenience, in 
fome of the more remote Provinces^ And it is very 
remarkable, that no two Impreffions upon thefe Plates 
are in all refpefts cxadly alike 5 as we do not often 
meet with two Roman Coins ftruck from the fame 
Die* 

A5 
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As to the Time, when the Plates were made, the 
Infcription upon the firft fixes it to the lleign of 
T^iocletian > and as not only the Charafters of the 
other Infcription cxaftly correfpond with that, but 
alfo the Manner of the Work upon each Plate is the 
fame j it is highly probable, tliey were all made 
about the fame time, which was near tlic End of the 
third Century. And to this likewife the Form of 
the Letters, particularly, A and M, very well agrees. 
Nor ought it to feem (Irange, if more of them have 
not been prcfervcd ; fmce from the Nature of them 
they appear fo liable to be deftroyed, either by the 
Injuries of Time, or for the fake of the Silver. 

Grejham College^ Jpril 2y 

1745- John Ward*. 



HL A Letter from Gowin Knight, M B. 
to the Prefideht ; concerning the Poles of 
Magnets being varioujly placed. 

Honoured Sir i ^^''^^^^' ^^^'^'^3* ^/45, 

Read April 4-^ | ^ H E favourable Reception which 
^74S- Ji^ thofe magnetical Experiments met 

with, which you lately did me the Honour to commu- 
nicate to your Learned Society, {fee Tr. N"" 474- p. 1 6 1 .) 
incourages me to hope, that the following Fads are 
remarkable enough to merit their Attention. 

I. I cut a Piece of natural Loadftone into the 
Shape of a Parallelopiped, i Inch tI m Length, in 

Breadth 
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